City of White House
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts
Leisure Services Board Meeting
September 5, 2019

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman Fran Hutson. Present were Farris Bibb, Maureen Boling, Mark Smith, Denis Godek, Fran Hutson, Jim Varellie, Jerry Herman, Kevin Whittaker, Josh Atkins, Dustin Beck, Linda Brooks and Susan Holcraft.

2. A motion was made by Denis and seconded by Mark to adopt the Agenda. Vote all in favor / none opposed.

3. Mark made a motion to approve the July 2nd, 2019 minutes and Maureen seconded the motion. Vote all in favor / none opposed.

4. The Director’s Report was given by Kevin. He gave information on the outcome of the  Americana and 3v3 Soccer Tournament. Since it rained it wasn’t as difficult on the department as was first thought.

The last day for the Splash Pad during the week was September 3rd. It will operate on weekends only with September 22nd being the last day to be open to the public. The dog park committee wants to have another dog day the weekend after that and then it will be closed for the season. The amounts of water used in the Splash Pad area for each month this season was reported. The total amount for the season will reach nearly a million gallons.

An update was given on current and upcoming projects which included the paving projects, maintenance building and visitor center/museum renovations and purchases for the Dog Park.

Denis made a motion to approve this report and Jim seconded the motion. Vote: all in favor / none opposed.

The Recreation Superintendant report was given by Josh. He reported on our on-going programs which include: Fall Girls Volleyball with approximately 80 girls in the league and Youth Fall Baseball with approximately 200 participants.

Our upcoming events include: Girls’ Youth Volleyball Tournament, Fall Family Bike Parade, Youth Basketball Season, Trail of Treats and Men’s Adult League Basketball.

Mark made a motion to approve this report and Denis seconded the motion. Vote: all in favor / none opposed.

The Maintenance Supervisor Report was given by Dustin. He gave an update on the  work that was required (before and after) the 3 v 3 tournament and the Americana event that was held the same weekend. 

Some projects that have been completed include new concrete steps between the bleachers and the concession stand at the Jr. Pro field and creating a new drainage system behind field 5.  
The project of repairing the tennis courts has proved to be a slow and very tedious process.
The last project for the month was spraying all of the sports fields to remove any weeds that had crept up over the past few months.

Mowing at all of the parks, raking fields, blowing off the Greenway, chalking off baseball fields and work at the cemetery are ongoing weekly tasks.

A full time employee is scheduled to start this week which will help push productivity back up since we have been short one employee.

Mark made a motion to approve this report and Jim seconded the motion. Vote: all in favor / none opposed.

Denis commented that he was at the Beer Board Meeting and heard that there was going to be a concert at the Soccer Complex. Kevin  stated that the “White House on Fire Rocktober Celebration” concert is to benefit the White House Volunteer Fire Department and will be held on October 5th from 11am to 11pm. Jerry mentioned that it still had to be passed by the board for them to sell beer and do fireworks.

5. Action Items

A. Review Monthly Report – The monthly report was distributed and Kevin went over the information explaining each chart. The plan is to go over these in detail in future meetings.

6. Old Business

A. Code Changes – The only changes that pertain to parks is “No Smoking of Any Kind Allowed” and the non-resident members being on the Leisure Service Board. The Mayor and Board of Aldermen wanted to include vaping in that exclusion. They also wanted to make sure we didn’t have any non-resident representation on the board.

B. Optimizing Leisure Service Board – Mark suggested maybe the reports could be streamlined. The reports could touch on highlights and if anyone has questions they can be asked. A suggestion was made to accept reports as part of the minutes and approve all at same time. 

Fran asked if a note could be sent out to the board members letting them know when an item is on the agenda for the Board of Mayor & Aldermen meeting that pertains to the park.

C. Park  Land  Committee-  A meeting request was sent out the day of this meeting for September 17th at 3pm. This will be the first meeting for this committee.

7. New Business

A. Christmas Parade Discussion – Kevin stated that since the parade was rained out last year, his thought was we use the same theme and Grand Marshal as we were planning to use then. The theme being “ A White House Historical Christmas” and the Grand Marshal will be Mrs. Guill.  All agreed.
B. 6 year CIP Handout & Discussion – Kevin handed out copies of the 6 year CIP. He asked for all to look at it and we will discuss it at the next meeting in November. Also at our next meeting, we will talk about what we would like to put in the CIP for 2026. 
C. Susan Holcraft to speak about Museum – Susan described the items that she has displayed in the rooms at the museum. The museum averages around 30 visitors a month.  Some volunteers come to help her weekly.   She gave a schedule of the activities that she has planned for the museum for the next several months. She took suggestions from the members that she could use to get more community and school involvement.
Fran asked Kevin to add Hannah Potts to the agenda for the next board meeting. She is going to build a shelter at the soccer complex as a Girl Scout project and will be at our next meeting.

8. Next Meeting – The next meeting will be November 7, 2019

9. Adjournment – Denis made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jim seconded the motion. Vote: all in favor / none opposed.


________________________________________
Chairman

