
ORDINANCE 22-18 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WHITE HOUSE, TENNESSEE, AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE TITLE 7, CHAPTER 5 OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS, SECTION 7-502. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen desire to update the Municipal Code regarding commercial 
open burning regulations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen that the White House 
Municipal Code Title 7, Chapter 5 Open Burning Regulations, Section 7-502 be revised from the Municipal Code as 
follows: 

TITLE 7: FIRE PROTECTION AND FIREWORKS 
CHAPTER 5: Open Burning Regulations 
SECTION: 7-502. Open burning. 

*Amends are made in bold, italics, and underlined text. 

7-502. Open burning. No persons shall cause, suffer, allow or permit open burning within the city limits of 
the City of White House except as set out in the following exceptions: 

(1) Non-commercial fire used for cooking of food including barbecues and outdoor fireplaces; 
(2) Commercial incinerator; 
(3) Commercial barbecue fireplace; 
(4) Comfort heating on construction jobs provided the burning is in a suitable metal container and only 

untreated wood is burned. This is not to be construed to allow the burning of painted or chemically treated wood for 
comfort heating. Controlled burning for comfort heat is not allowed when the ambient temperature exceeds 40 degrees. 

(5) Non-commercial (residential) fires at single-family dwellings to rid property of "wood waste" when there 
is no reasonable means to move "wood waste" to a location where the city may pick them up. There will be no burning 
of any material that residential pickup service is provided for unless it is in an area that is inaccessible to the public 
works department. Burning of this "wood waste" will be limited to no more than a 150 cubic foot pile of material. 

(6) Non-commercial fires used for ceremonial or recreational purposes including bonfires. 
(7) Fires set by or at the discretion of responsible fire control persons for training purposes or directed at the 

prevention, elimination, or reduction of fire hazards. 
(8) Routine demolition of structures via supervised open burning by responsible fire control persons will not 

be considered fire training or elimination of a fire hazard. Demolition of structures may be conducted by open burning 
provided that there is a unilaterally issued state or local building codes order to demolish the structure by open burning 
because of its structural failure or potential for structural failure. Such orders will be recognized only when there is no 
other safe way to demolish the structure. 

(9) Fires used to clear land consisting solely of vegetation grown on the land for forest or game management 
purposes. 

(10) The fire chief or his designee has the authority to allow open burning where there is no practical, safe, 
and/or lawful method or disposal. 

(11) Fires set at the direction of law enforcement agencies or courts for the purpose of destruction of 
controlled substances and legend drugs seized as contraband. This does not include antineoplastic agents. 

(4-3.I2) Exceptions (1) to (4) above are allowed with no permit requirements. 
(4413) Exceptions (5) to (11) shall require a permit issued by the fire department at no cost. 
(15) Exception (12) require5 a permit with a fee of $50.00. 
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This ordinance shall become effective upon its final reading and adoption by the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen, and publication, the public welfare requiring it. 

First Reading: 

Second Reading: 

ATTEST: 

November 17, 2022 PASSED 

December 15, 2022 PASSED 

Derek Watson, City Recorder 
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///
s H. Bibb J . Mayo ryor 


